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Abstract  

 

Purpose – The utmost purpose of this paper is to discuss the impact of the role of Pakistan in 
war against terrorism on the process of nationalism in Pakistan. 
Design /Methodology / Approach – The methodology will be involving two steps; first to discuss 
the nationalism in relation to Pakistan’s role in war against terrorism. Further to project the impact 
of role of Pakistan on nationalism then the paper will be dealing with the answers of the research 
questions which are to be addressed in this paper. The research design of this study is 
descriptive. 
Findings – A dramatic changed occurred globally after 9/11.During the war against terrorism 
Pakistan was declared major non-NATO ally by the US government. For that, Pakistan, however, 
paid a high price in the form of deteriorating security, political instability as well as a deep impact 
on the other various factors including nationalism. Although Pakistan provided logistic support to 
US in the form of capturing terrorists, US still built pressure on Pakistan ‘to do more’. The majority 
of people of Pakistan do not support war on terrorism. Instead it caused awakening of the anti-
state sentiments in the disintegration of the Pakistani nationalism. 
Implications – These are severe implication over Pakistan nationalism. The other issue is that of 
sectarian violence, which extended the role of Pakistan in war against terrorist outside the 
territorial boundaries of the state. 
Originality Value – This paper focuses at consequences of Pakistan’s role in war on terrorism 
over nationalism which has not been explored previously in greater detail. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The events of 9/11 brought dramatic changes at the global level. Following the 

events of 9/11, Pakistan joined the US-led international coalition against Terrorism and has 

been an active player in the UN-backed international war against terrorism. Some described 

the event which “Catalyzed flurry of new counterterrorism polices and initiatives at both 

national and international level” (Zimmermann, 2007, p. 07). Pakistan came into the limelight 

soon after 9/11 events when on September 13 President George Bush sought Pakistan’s 

cooperation in hunting down those responsible, believed to be headquartered in 

Afghanistan. Role of Pakistan in war against terror has been acknowledged by the 

international community, as the US leadership described Pakistan’s President as a 

courageous leader (Pakistan and the War on Terrorism, 2004, pp. 47-53) and granted the 

country status of a ‘Key ally’ which was later upgraded to the status of ‘major non-NATO ally. 

(Ibid) 

 

In order to fulfill its role in war against terror and to eradicate terrorism from the 

country “the Pakistan government is waging war against terrorism, extremism and 

sectarianism on multiple fronts using a variety of means. The country is cooperating with the 

international community to combat terrorism”. (Wasim, 2004)  The price however that 

Pakistan had to pay for this role is much higher than the payback in the form of deteriorating 

security environment, crisis in the domestic political system as well as impact on the other 

various aspects including nationalism as the paper will be aiming specifically with bearing to 

this issue.  Nationalism, the concept may be explained as “a modern emotional fusion and 

exaggeration of two very old phenomena – nationality and patriotism (Perkins, 1998, p. 20).  

Some writers are of the view that it has positive values of great importance, as it has often 

provided the motivation for unified action by the people of the state. (Ibid, p. 771)  So this 

study will be focusing on the implications of Pakistan’s role in war against terror on 

nationalism.  

 

The great element of nationalism has said to be added enormously to the 

constructive potentialities of modern state. (Ibid) Pakistan’s role in the ongoing war against 

terrorism has seemed threaten this constructive ability of nationalism and has led to severe 

negative impact on the process of nationalism. The significance of the study lies in the 

vitality of nationalism in the mere survival of any state. As gives “the nationalism gives the 

state unity and effectiveness; it contributes the spiritual quality wish makes the state a going 



South Asian Journal of Banking and Social Sciences,  

Vol. 02, No.01 (2016), ISSN: 2410-2067 
© Institute of Banking & Finance, BZU Multan 

 
 

16 

 

concern. Without it the state becomes weak and decadent, a potential victim to more 

vigorous states”. (Ibid)  

 

The utmost purpose of this paper is to discuss the impact of the role of Pakistan in 

war against terrorism on the process of nationalism in Pakistan. The working hypothesis of 

the research deals with the same aspect rather more specifically on the causation of anti-

state sentiments due to external crisis, which is very much the broader proposition of the 

study. 

Research questions that this paper will seek answer significantly will be as below: 

 Is US-led war on terror is posing a considerable threat to the process of nationalism 

in Pakistan or it is the role that Pakistan played in war against terrorism? 

 Has it had an impact on ethnic nationalism in Pakistan? 

 Does the element of religious binding play any role in the perseverance of 

nationalism? 

 Does the element of religious binding have failed in preserving nationalism from the 

impact of Pakistan’s role in war on terror as a front state? 

 

2.0. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

 

Role of Pakistan as a crucial ally of US is not new phenomena. The friendship 

between the two states has since the very creation of Pakistan. Since then US have allied 

Pakistan for the protection of his interest in the region beginning with the cold war. After than 

there have been many marriages of convenience. The Afghan war was the proxy war that 

Pakistan fought for US. Following few decades, came the event that changed the entire 

course of world politics. The incident of 9/11 in recent history is the landmark from where the 

US seek the support of Pakistan in successfully waging the war against terrorism. Pakistan 

provided logistical support to US in the form of capturing terrorists, handing over Al-Qaeda 

terrorists additionally sealed off its western border, made two naval and three air bases 

available besides the air space available to the US troops. Despite of this massive support to 

US, Pakistan still had to bear the pressure to ‘do more’ (Military Technology, pp. 47-53) 

which eventually led towards the military campaigns within the territorial boundaries of the 

state. The action was taken against the terrorists in WANA, Waziristan, and Swat and in the 

different parts of Pakistan to curb the militants. This armed hostility against specific groups, 

has triggered hatred and revengeful sentiments in the minds of those who are the mere 

victim of collateral damage. 



South Asian Journal of Banking and Social Sciences,  

Vol. 02, No.01 (2016), ISSN: 2410-2067 
© Institute of Banking & Finance, BZU Multan 

 
 

17 

 

Theory of social transformation  
 

The basic theory under which this research is being conducted, that is broader area 

is the theory of social transformation under which the hypothesis of this research will be work 

out. Social transformation implies toward the process of social change which may be defined 

as the phenomena of social change are the significant alteration of social structure including 

consequences and manifestation of such structures embodied in norms, values and cultural 

products and symbols.  

 

Role of Pakistan in war against Terrorism  

 

Pakistan is a front line state in the war against terrorism. Pakistan has supposed to 

have played an important and effective role in war against terrorism. Since March 2002 the 

many most wanted by the US have been captured by the Pakistani forces, including the 

killing of Abu Zubaydah, apprehension of Ramzi bin al –Shibh, capturing of nine suspected 

al-Qaeda operatives in a joint operation of Pakistani police and FBI. The arrest of Khalid 

Mohammad was a key. It was a joint operation and President Bush expressed his “deep 

appreciation and gratitude to President Musharraf and to the government of Pakistan” for 

their “fine efforts” in combating terrorism. (Kronstadt, 2003) In mid-March, intelligence 

agency of Pakistan has claimed (Ibid) to have captured 442 foreigners nationalism 

suspected of activities and to have remanded 346 of these to US custody.  

 

The Pakistani leadership has shown strong commitment to eradicate the menace of 

terrorism Pakistani President vowed to hunt down the terrorists (Ibid). He further said that 

“Pakistan will continue to fight extremism and terrorism in holistic manner as curbing these 

menaces is crucial to long term national security and economic development” (Ibid).The role 

however has brought evils to the country in the form extremism and resentful sentiments in 

the parts of Pakistan especially where the military is cracking down against t5he local 

Taliban, great unrest among the people of Baluchistan and the tribal areas of NWFP. The 

launching of direct missile attacks by the US troops has roused the death toll of innocent 

natives. This collateral damage has resorted resentful response in the minds of common 

people triggering hatred against the state.  
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Nationalism  

 

 Nationalism, in modern history is described as a movement in which the nation-state 

is regarded as paramount for the realization of social, economic, and cultural aspirations of a 

people. Nationalism is characterized principally by a feeling of community among a people, 

based on common descent, language, and religion. It is described by the Hans Kohn as 

“nationalism is the first and foremost a state of mind, an act of consciousness (Norman, 

1998, p. 20). However, Amold Toynbee’s work A Study of History  provides many references 

crimes committed in the name of …nationalism during the last three or four hundred years 

(Ibid, p. 21) . so it can be either constructive or destructive for a nation.  

 

Pakistani Nationalism  

 

Pakistani nationalism refers to the political, cultural and religious expression of 

patriotism by people of Pakistan, of pride in the history and heritage of Pakistan, and visions 

for its future. It also refers to the consciousness and expression of religious and ethnic 

influences that help mold the national consciousness. Pakistani nationalism is seemed 

threaten due to the country’s role in the US led war against terrorism the study will be 

strongly focusing on the issue.  

 

Impact of Pakistan’s role in War against Terrorism on Nationalism  

 

The part played by Pakistan in the US led war against terrorism has placed long 

lasting effects in various sectors of the state. Besides the some economic and diplomatic 

gains the depressing part of the story involves increase in the conduct of terrorist activities in 

the country which has jeopardize the security of the citizens as well as the law enforcing 

agencies of the country. The severity in the security situation has roused to maximum in the 

year 2007 “at least 3599 persons, including 1523 civilians 597 security force personnel were 

killed”. There were 56 suicide attacks in the year 2007 (South Asia Intelligence Review " 

Pakistan Assessment 2008", 2011). The steep rise was seen “appear to be in retaliation for 

the 10th July military operation at the Red Mosque ... Pakistan is now second only to Iraq 

with regard to the number of suicide attacks in the country during the last few months.” This 

shows the severity in the demeanor of terrorist acts. Lisa Curtis suggests that “the vast 

majority of Pakistanis do not view the fight against terrorism benefiting Pakistan; instead they 

appear to blame the recent violence on the counter terrorism cooperation with the US” 

(Curtis, 2007, pp. 2-3). This point towards the fact that the overwhelming majority of the 
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Pakistanis do not support the campaign of Pakistan against terror; rather it seems 

responsible for awakening of the anti –state sentiments in the mind sets of people.  

 

Threat to Nationalism  

 

There is definitely an unyielding linkage between the two concepts. The role of 

Pakistan in war against terrorism has posed significantly severe implications over the 

process of nationalism in Pakistan. The Bajaur attack was viewed by Maulana Fazal-ur-

Rehman as the government paving the way for separation of the tribal belt from Pakistan. He 

further added that this has increased hatred against Pakistan Army (Hussain, 2006). The 

other worth mentioning operation carried out in Baluchistan was the fall of Akbar Bugti. Bugti 

was killed in an army operation in Kohlu. His death sparked off violent protests and massive 

disturbances in parts of Baluchistan and Sindh (Iqbal, 2006). The political leadership called 

that this will have serious repercussions for the federation. Baloch Liberation Army include 

Balochis right of independence, promote the concept of greater Baluchistan (Shahzad, 

Backtracking on Banning BLA, 2006). This shows the disharmony that has been harvested 

due the role of Pakistan in carrying out the campaign against terrorism. This has clearly 

threatened the nationalism of the state and has created anti-state sentiments in specific 

groups in the country.  

 

Ethnic Nationalism   

 

There are very few states that are ethnically homogenous. Pakistan comprises a 

heterogenic ethnic population (Mazzari, 2002).  The military operation in NWFP and 

Baluchistan has in ethnicity, violence and ethnic nationalism so severely as the question of 

separate tribal areas have arson as it is mentioned earlier in the study. The assassination of 

Benazir Bhutto propagated the concept of ethnic nationalism in Sindh and the Punjab 

province. Many among the ethnically distinct peoples in Pakistan’s three minority provinces 

harbor deep resentment toward the most populous province of Punjab, which dominates the 

government, military and allocation of federal resources. Aside from bubbling tensions in 

Sindh, Pakistan is grappling with outright separatist rebellion in the deserts of Baluchistan, 

as well as escalating militancy in the NWFF near Afghanistan. This has posed severe 

implications over the process of nationalism of Pakistan as the consequences of the 

controversy are profound.  
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Secessionist sentiments remain strongest in neighboring Baluchistan, Pakistan’s 

biggest and poorest province, where the army is deployed to fight ethnic rebels who often 

attack energy infrastructure much of the natural gas piped into homes in Punjab origi8nates 

here. The Pashto-dominated North West Frontier Province and Tribal Areas are restive on 

account of the situation in Afghanistan and military operation in the tribal areas. As a result, 

Pashtun nationalism (different from separatism) is once again manifesting itself. Discontent 

is rising in Sindh. And sectarian tension in the Northern Areas (Pakistan occupied Kashmir) 

are giving rise to sectarian nationalism. (Sushant, 2005). 

 

Sectarian violence  

 

 The incidents of sectarian violence were less significant when the role of Pakistan in 

war against terrorism was confined outside the territorial boundaries of the state. There has 

been increase in this violence since 2006 after the killing of some influential personalities. 

According to a source “compared to 2006, when approximately 201 persons were killed and 

349 others injured in 38 incidents of sectarian violence, there has been a substantial 

increase in the fatality index in 2007when 441 pe3ople died and 630 were wounded in 341 

incidents” (Review, South Asia Intellignece Pakistan Assessment 2008, 2011). The 

examples of the sectarian Jihadi groups Sunni Sipah-I-Sahaba and the Shia’s Tihrek-e-

Jaferia and the Sipah-e-Mohammad (Haleem, 2003, p. 469).  The military raid at the Red 

Mosque can be measured as a state act of sectarian violence in conduct of a war on terror. It 

was part of Pakistan’s counter terrorism policy. The operation at Lal Masjid was the largest 

undertaken by Pakistan’s military against its own citizens since the operation against Bengali 

citizens of East Pakistan in 1971 (Kiewsow, 2008, p. 13). While violence in Kurram is largely 

sectarian and local in nature, year end reports indicate that the persistent violence in this 

Agency is due to the infiltration of militants, including some foreigners, belonging to the 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and al Qaeda in Waziristan and NWFP.  

 

Anti-state sentiments  

 

The conduct of military operations to curb terrorists has resulted into acquisition of 

feelings of hostility and mistrust into the mind of the victims of collateral damage. Maulvi 

Faqir, leader of Tehirk-i-Nifaz-i-Shariat-i-Mohammadi told a rally after Bajaur operation that 

they should prepare themselves for suicide attacks and embrace martyrdom. When he 

asked the participants whether they were ready for this cause, more than 10,000 people in 

the rally showed willingness (Hussain, Tribals Fuming after Bajaur Attack, 2006).  This 
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clearly reflects the growing tendency of masses toward resentfulness and discord in t heir 

thinking process as a whole nation. These sentiments are only confining to the areas of 

Baluchistan and NWFP but more severe engagement of Pakistan in war on terror will may 

result in severe consequences which may lead to as described above separation of tribal 

belt thus disintegration it the process of nationalism.  

 

Factor of Religious Binding  

 

So far it seems that somehow the factor of religious binding or the Muslim 

brotherhood has been unsuccessful in playing its part. No discrimination on the basis of 

religiosity was made while killings during the military operations in the name of fight against 

terrorism. As per in the other side no distinction was made while conducting suicidal attacks 

against the innocent people and the security personnel. This feature has somehow failed to 

contribute effectively.  

 

Government policies to conserve Nationalism  

 

The polices government has opted to eradicate the menace of terrorism are open 

and clear that any perpetrated illegal acts of violence, terrorism and extremism will be dealt 

with extreme strictness. While on the other hand the policy of Pakistan first can be regarded 

as the important policy of the government. To remind people of their country being their very 

first priority in their lives. As soon as Musharraf came into the power he rouse the slogan of 

Pakistan comes first which was the title of his publication in Urdu.  

 

The other policy to strengthen the federation Musharraf vowed “the policy to the state 

in the words Strengthen Federation, Remove Inter-provincial Disharmony and Restore 

National Cohesion. We have successes in this too. National cohesion has taken place. Inter 

provincial disharmony has been removed to a large extent. We have to do more in this 

regard. But I am confident that our even handed policy towards the four provinces will further 

enhance inter-provincial harmony” (Musharraf, 2002) community. The negative implications 

are mostly inside the country but the effect can be undone. Effective polices by the 

Leadership of the state to conserve nationalism can take the country out of the growing 

crisis. There has been a severe need to address the problems of sectarian violence, 

ethnicity, and ethnic nationalism. The mere factor of religious binding may not play its part as 

the lesson should be learned from the history. This factor failed in preserving nationalism in 

the case of East Pakistan. However one should be optimistic and should look to the brighter 
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side of the issue. Whatever may be the role the country may have in any issue of 

international politics? The utmost aim of state should be its own survival with pride and 

dignity, which should never get jeopardize by any scenario.  

 

The scope of this study is limited to the impact of Pakistan’s role in war against 

terrorism on the process of nationalism in Pakistan post 2001. The study would not be highly 

significant and up to the soaring standard due to the limitations posed by the resources and 

time, but the whole hearted effort would be made to address all the considerable issues 

relating to the goal of the research.  
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